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Dear  
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – WAITING TIMES 
 
I write in response to your request for information in relation to waiting times. 
 
Question:  
 Please provide the number of patients resident in West Lothian who are waiting over 18 weeks 

for a first outpatient appointment within NHS Lothian, broken down by clinical speciality (for 
example: orthopaedics, dermatology, general surgery, ENT, etc.).  I request that this data 
covers the period from 1 January 2025 to the present 

  
Answer: 

Please see enclosed spreadsheet.  To protect the identity of the individuals involved any figure 
of 5 or less has not been shown in the enclosed spreadsheet.  Since we do not have their 
consent to release this data from their records, the information is exempt under section 
38(1)(b) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act i.e. to provide it would breach the Data 
Protection Act (2018). 

 
 
I hope the information provided helps with your request. 
 
If you are unhappy with our response to your request, \you do have the right to request us to 
review it.  Your request should be made within 40 working days of receipt of this letter, and we will 
reply within 20 working days of receipt. If our decision is unchanged following a review and you 
remain dissatisfied with this, you then have the right to make a formal complaint to the Scottish 
Information Commissioner within 6 months of receipt of our review response. You can do this by 
using the Scottish Information Commissioner’s Office online appeals service at 
www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal. If you remain dissatisfied with the Commissioner’s response 
you then have the option to appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law.   
 
If you require a review of our decision to be carried out, please write to the FOI Reviewer at the 
email address at the head of this letter. The review will be undertaken by a Reviewer who was not 
involved in the original decision-making process.   
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FOI responses (subject to redaction of personal information) may appear on NHS Lothian’s 
Freedom of Information website at: https://org.nhslothian.scot/FOI/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
ALISON MACDONALD 
Executive Director, Nursing 
Cc: Chief Executive 
Enc. 
 
 



Patients Waiting over 18 weeks for a new OP appointment in St Johns Hospital, month ending Jan 2025 to Feb 2026

Jan-25 Feb-25 Mar-25 Apr-25 May-25 Jun-25 Jul-25 Aug-25 Sep-25 Oct-25 Nov-25 Dec-25 Jan-26 Feb-26
Plastic Surgery 2173 1924 1971 1934 1854 1818 1635 1530 1524 1477 1467 1479 1448 1409
Ophthalmology 1248 1149 1087 1072 1051 1070 1073 1026 966 909 829 749 698 645
Ear Nose and Throat 1193 1162 1154 1136 1072 1104 1147 1129 1110 1146 1138 1104 960 813
Gynaecology 1183 1227 1289 1291 1324 1348 1366 1342 1316 1289 1269 1235 1187 1157
Dermatology 1000 977 974 1020 1050 1072 1128 1157 1176 1173 1058 937 829 643
Maxillofacial 675 649 686 773 697 741 706 744 648 662 695 700 707 653
Urology 416 419 436 470 468 467 495 487 490 434 380 339 293 278
Paediatric Medicine 297 287 286 295 264 263 256 251 267 264 245 252 247 214
Rheumatology 256 259 183 148 110 98 102 114 120 118 116 114 114 125
General Surgery 195 177 178 186 189 195 204 194 194 187 172 184 175 177
Cardiology 95 81 44 41 25 19 23 10 7 5< 5< 5< 5< 5<
Orthopaedic Surgery 20 15 14 5< 7 7 7 6 7 6 7 9 7 7
Respiratory Medicine 15 16 8 11 6 5< 5< 5< 0 0 <5 <5 0 0
Medicine of the Elderly 13 13 12 10 9 0 5< 5< 5< 5< 18 26 39 28
General Medicine 12 <5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 <5 <5 0 0 0
Gastroenterology 11 11 7 8 12 26 56 97 123 150 159 140 124 127
Neurology 8 7 14 6 5< 5< 5< 5< 5< 5< 5< 5< 0 <5
Diabetes 5< 5< 6 7 7 5< 5< 0 5< 5< 5< 0 0 0
Haematology 5< 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Medical Oncology 5< 5< 5< <5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Anaesthetics 5< 5< 5< 5< 5< 5< 5< 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Endocrinology 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Clinical Oncology 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Vascular Surgery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5< 5<
Oral Surgery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Infectious Diseases 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oral Medicine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5< 5< 5< 5<
Renal Medicine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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